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So then, it happened, that at length my uncle went
himself, after my parents, along the Great Road: and
I succeeded to the throne, wifeless as I was. And
my uncle said to me, upon his deathbed: How shall
I meet thy parents, after whom I am going, or what
shall I answer, when they say to me: Hast thou
married our son? So he died, grieving that he left
me unmarried; and yet he was hardly dead before
my wife appeared, as though she had only waited to
appear, until he died: or as if he had himself gone
to fetch her from the other world.

For soon after he was gone, it happened, that one
day I went out into the forest, giving out that I was
going on a hunting expedition. And after travelling
for many days, suddenly I seized my opportunity, and
giving all my retinue the slip, I escaped, and plunged
alone into the thickest of the wood. And I wandered
about, buried in my dreams, till suddenly I found,
exactly in front of me, a wall. And I examined it,
mounting a tree that grew beside it, and within it was
a hermitage. So I climbed like a thief over the wall,
and entered stealthily its holy precinct.

And there I found myself in a glade, studded with
colossal trees, banyans and sacred pippals, whose
ascending and descending roots and branches wound
and twisted about each other with affection, like limbs